
 
March 5, 2025                7:00pm 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude 
 

Call to Worship 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore, we will not fear. 

For God so loved the world, God sent Christ into the world that the 

world might be transfigured through him.  

Create in us a clean heart, O God, and restore to us the joy of your 

salvation. 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 

O Lord, open our lips, and our mouths will declare your praise! 

 

  



HYMN #687  Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 

Verses 1-3 

  



SCRIPTURE 

Prayer for Illumination 

O Lord of light and salvation, let these words of Scripture live not 

only in our mouths, but in our hearts. May we embody your truth 

and confess with our lives that Jesus is Lord. Amen. 

 

Psalm 51:1-12 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 

your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from 

my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against 

you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that 

you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass 

judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 6 You 

desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 

heart. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 

whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 

crushed rejoice.9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit 

within me.11 Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take 

your holy spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 

sustain in me a willing spirit.  

 

  



HYMN #695  Change My Heart, O God 

  Sung first by soloist, then joined by the congregation 

 

  



Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Beware of practicing your piety before others 

in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 

heaven. “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 

the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 

praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when 

you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. 

  “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love 

to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 

they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 

and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

  “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 

disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell 

you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your 

head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but 

by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

  “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.” 

 

Special Harp Music   

 

  



INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE  

OF THE LENTEN DISCIPLINE 

Siblings in Christ, every year at the time of the Christian Passover we 

celebrate our redemption through the life, death, and resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to renew 

our life in the paschal mystery. We begin this holy season by acknowledging 

our need for repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of 

ashes. This ancient sign speaks of the frailty and uncertainty of human life 

and marks the penitence of this community.  

In the name of Christ, we are invited to observe a holy Lent by self-

examination and penitence, by prayer and fasting, by works of love, and by 

reading and meditating on the Word of God. Let us turn to God, our Creator 

and Redeemer, and confess our sin.  

CONFESSION 

Merciful God, you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that 

we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We fail 

in love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and 

wash away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus 

Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

  



IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
The ashes are imposed with the following words: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

HYMN #687  Our God, our Help in Ages Past 

Verses 4-6 

 

  



BLESSING 

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed 

us as children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life 

renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon 

you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 

you peace. Amen. 

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

You are welcome to remain in peaceful contemplation  

and invited to leave in quiet when ready. 

 
Pastor: Rev. Miriam Foltz 

Musicians: Eileen Larkin, Mary Anne Brundage, and Sarah McCann 

 

Join us for the New Castle Ecumenical Lenten Dinners on Wednesdays at 6 p.m.,  

beginning March 12 at New Castle Presbyterian Church. 

Lenten Devotionals are available in the Meeting House Entrance. 


