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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

AT NEW CASTLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

December 2 First Sunday of Advent 

    The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 

December 8 Spirit of Christmas (Saturday) 

    10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

December 9 Second Sunday of Advent 

Spirit of Christmas items available at fellowship 

 

December 16 Third Sunday of Advent 

    Fellowship at the Manse 

 

December 21 Christmas Caroling (Friday) 

    7:00 p.m. Gather at church  

    8:00 p.m. Refreshments - Mayhews (17 E. 5
th

) 

 

December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Lessons and Carols 

    Congregational Meeting after worship 

     

December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship (Monday) 

    5:30 p.m.  Children’s Service  (Meeting House) 

    7:30 p.m.  Traditional Service (Meeting House) 

 

December 30 First Sunday after Christmas 

    Conclusion of 350
th
 Anniversary Celebration 

    No Sunday School/Jenny McCann Spivey preaching 

 

December 31 New Year’s Eve (Monday) 

    Progressive Dinner 

    10:00 p.m. Worship   

 



  

Ralph Johnson Memorial Cookie Bake
 

This year we would like to continue the outreach that started last year after the funeral 
of Ralph Johnson, out beloved Pastor Emeritus.  At the conclusion of the funeral, there 
was a reception at First & Central Church and many of you will remember the many 
tables of cookies that greeted you.  There were so many left over cookies that we 
bagged them up and took them to the Friendship House Breakfast Program the next 
day and gave a bag to each person who came to breakfast that day.  After hearing 
about this event, Corky Viola suggested that we continue this outreach as a tribute to 
Ralph.  This year we will be serving breakfast on the Sunday of December 23rd, so we 
would like to distribute the cookies on this date.  If you would like to donate a batch of 
cookies, please bring them to the CE Building kitchen by Friday, December 21st.  If 
you would to help bag the cookies, we will meet on Saturday morning from 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m. in the CE Building.  We are hoping to make a hundred bags of cookies 
for distribution.  Look for a sign-up sheet after the Spirit of Christmas celebration. 
 
 

Mission & Outreach Update 
 
NCPC Book Night 
Since the next few months will be busy with 350th Celebration activities and the Spirit 
of Christmas we have decided to postpone our first book, American Gospel, by Jon 
Meacham until January 15th.  This is a great read for history buffs interested in how 
religion shaped the thinking of our founding fathers and presidents throughout history.  
A fitting book for the conclusion of our year long celebration of our 350th Anniversary 
since 15 signers of the Declaration of Independence were Presbyterian.   This book 
has been well researched and the footnote pages and acknowledgement pages are as 
interesting as the book itself.  Jon Meacham is an editor for Newsweek magazine and 
has also written a book about Harry Truman and Winston Churchill.  
 
Grace, Eventually by Anne Lamott will be scheduled for March 18th and Mountains 
Beyond Mountains by Tracey Kidder will be scheduled for May 20th.  
 
Friendship House Concert 
Many thanks to Eileen Dunham and the members of our choir for their wonderful 
contribution to Friendship House' concert held on Sunday, October 7 at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Wilmington.  Your gift of music was greatly appreciated and well 
sung!  
 
 



  

Shoe Boxes 
 

Shoe boxes make the perfect carrying cartons for our homemade soups for the 
upcoming Spirit of Christmas sales.  Please check your closets and bring any you can 
spare to the Christian Education Building to be used for that purpose.  Put them in the 
corner of the “all purpose” room near the donated books.  Thank you! 
           - Mary Pratt 
 
 

Now Hear This 
 

Clean out your bookshelves! 
Support our annual Spirit of Christmas book sale! 

Bring those books you don’t need 
To the Christian Education Building 
No later than Friday, December 7th. 

A large box will be waiting for your contribution. 
All proceeds will go to support local and global missions. 

(All books except textbooks or encyclopedias will be welcomed) 
 
 

Spirit of Christmas Craft Table
 
We would like to encourage our members and friends to contribute home crafted items for 
sale at our Spirit of Christmas craft table.  Please bring your  finished items to the church 
by Sunday, December 2nd and place them in the tubs marked CRAFT TABLE.  Please 
have your items priced.  (There will be pricing labels attached to the CRAFT TABLE tubs if 
you need any.)  Your contributions will help support the valuable ministry of Friendship 
House at their Corner House location at Calvary Presbyterian Church.   
 

O Christmas Tree
 

As our year long celebration of our 350th Anniversary draws to a close, we would like to 
do something special to decorate the Christmas tree in the foyer for our Spirit of Christmas 
celebration.   Since the history of any church includes the history of its membership, we 
would like each member of our congregation to donate an ornament for our tree.   Many of 
you have a long history with our church and some of you have joined just recently, but all 
of you are a vital part of who we are as a congregation.  We hope you will find an 
ornament that has a special meaning for you and contribute this ornament to our tree.  
Our goal is to have a tree decorated with ornaments as unique and special as our 
members are.  Please bring your ornament in some kind of box or container and label it 
with your name or family names.  There will be a collection box for the ornaments in the 
foyer of the CE Building.  All ornaments are due by December 2.  Thank you. 



  

Donate a Frozen Turkey 
 

If you earn credit for a free turkey this fall please consider donating that free turkey to a 
Christmas Food Basket project being organized by the Newark Area Welfare 
Committee.  Beverly Stoudt is co-chairperson of this large undertaking.  Approximately 
340 families and senior citizens will receive a week’s worth of non-perishable food on 
Saturday December 22.  Each basket also will be accompanied by a frozen turkey for 
Christmas dinner. 
 
Many grocery stores are offering bargain prices and offers of free turkeys before 
Thanksgiving.  And, some companies give their employees a free turkey for 
Thanksgiving and/or Christmas.  If you have accumulated credit or expect a gift of a 
turkey and do not want it, please consider giving it to our Christmas Food Basket 
project. 
 
We will need your donated turkey by Saturday Dec. 22. If you plan to have one to 
donate please call Beverly Stoudt at 368-9354 who will arrange for pick up and 
storage.  We have a facility that will store as many turkeys as we can get.  If you would 
like to bring it along to any Sunday church service that would be wonderful and 
hopefully easy for your family. 
 
If you want to purchase a turkey and donate it we will be very grateful.  Remember the 
prices are much better before Thanksgiving than after. 
 
 _________  We will pledge a turkey. 
 
 _________  We will bring our donated turkey to church. 
 
 _________  We do not have space to store a turkey and will  

need to have our donated turkey picked up. 
 
 
Please call our family at  _________________________. 
 
 
Thank you for considering this loving project and taking the time to secure a frozen 
turkey. 
 Beverly Stoudt (368-9354) 
    Newark Area Welfare Committee 
 P.O. Box 951, Newark, DE  19715 



  

Meals on Wheels 
 

Meals on Wheels is December 24-28.  If anyone is interested in delivering meals to 
shut-in Seniors in the New Castle area, please contact Ellen Matthews at 302-777-
1133. 
 
Monday  Tuesday       Wednesday     Thursday   Friday 

Susan Flook Jean Swanson  Dot & Jason     Cynthia Robbins  Shirley Knox 
Ruth Moore          Campbell    Nanette Nichol 

 
 

Direct Giving 
 

If you would like to have your contributions direct deposited please call Shirley Knox at 
322-0225 or call the office (328-3279) for the appropriate form. 
 
 

Manse Hosts Needed 

The church manse will be open for tours during Spirit of Christmas, and hosts are 
needed to welcome our visitors.  Volunteers are very much needed for these shifts:  
9:30—11:00; 12:30-2:00; 2:00-3:30; and 3:30-4:00.  Please sign up  in the fellowship 
hall. 

We Say Goodbye 

We are sad to say goodbye to our faithful Administrative Assistant Janet Ventimiglia.  
She is taking a full-time position with the Children’s Advocacy Center.  We will have a 
time of saying farewell Sunday December 2 at worship and fellowship.  We will miss 
you, Janet! 

Fall Clean-up 

Please join us for our annual fall church/manse yard clean-up on Saturday 12/1/07 at 
9:00am until noon.         - Brenda Walters 

Bread & Soup Makers for Spirit of Christmas 

There will be sign-up sheets in the C.E. building next week waiting for your name!  We 
will need your delicious fresh homemade soup and bread to sell on December 8th.  
Containers for your homemade soups are in the church kitchen.  Please take whatever 
you need plus lids and labels.  Place the label on the LID and bring your soups and 
breads to the CE building any time on Friday, December 7, or on the morning of 
December 8th.  If you have any questions, please call Mary Pratt at 328-7273.  THANK 
YOU! 



  



  

Emmanuel Dining Room Thank you for the leftovers from our 350
th

 Anniversary Banquet: 



  



  



  

 

 
Each Sunday of Advent 

“White Gifts” 
 

Deacons will continue collecting donations of non-perishable food for the local New 
Castle food cupboard operated by St. Vincent DePaul Society at St. Peters Catholic 
Church for hungry people who live in New Castle.  This year we will collect food each 
of the four Sundays in Advent, as well as, Christmas Eve.  Please bring donated 
breakfast or canned meat and protein items, juice, soup, vegetables, fruit or even 
dessert items and place them in the marked box in the Narthex. 
 
The term “White Gifts” referred to the white wrapping paper around each donated can 
or box.  We no longer need to wrap individual items.  However, our celebration of the 
hope, love, joy, and anticipation of Christ in our lives will wrap each donation with the 
sparkling glory or God’s working presence in our midst.  
            Thank you, 
            The Deacons 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Caroling 
 
Be sure to mark your calendar for a great evening of Christmas Caroling on Friday 
night December 21st!  We will meet at the church at 7:00pm and proceed from there 
walking around Old New Castle and caroling.   
 
We will end up at Gene and Carol Mayhew’s house (17 E 5th Street in New Castle) for 
refreshments and fellowship (we usually arrive there between 8:00 and 8:30pm).   
 
Please join us at the Mayhew’s even if you are unable to walk around and carol.
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Contact the New Castle Presbyterian Church office: 
ncpc1651@verizon.net 

 
Contact:  The Rev. Nancy Rowland at: 

ncpcpastor@verizon.net 
 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline is December 18, 2007. 
 

 
Address Change 

Requested 


